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Darren Clapham


Tel : 
07980727116
Duke of Edinburgh's Award 

Email : 
d.clapham@npt.gov.uk
Development Officer


Post :
Llangatwg Comprehensive School, Cadoxton, Neath, SA10 8DB
The Neath Port Talbot Open Gold Centre provides training and expeditions for the Gold Duke of Edinburgh's Award.  We normally begin training in the autumn and complete the final expedition the following summer.  The training involves the following areas,

1. First aid and emergency procedures.

2. An awareness of risk and health and safety issues.

3. Navigation and route planning.

4. Campcraft.

5. Food and cooking with metholayted sprit stoves.

6. Country code.

7. Fitness.

The majority of training and all the expeditions will take place in remote wild country areas such as the Brecon Beacons and Dartmoor. 2022’s expedition will be in the Brecon Beacons. Wild country presents some risks such as being further from civilisation, more unpredictable weather and more challenging navigation.

During parts of the training, and all the expeditions, the participants will be walking alone and unaccompanied by supervisors.  Groups will only be allowed to walk unaccompanied when the leaders feel they have the necessary skills and knowledge for the planned route. The supervisors will meet the groups at checkpoints to ensure they are on route. Participants are trained in what to do in the event of an emergency or getting lost.  All group leaders are suitably experienced and qualified.

For the final expedition the participants could be ‘wild camping’ this means their group will be camping in a remote location, not on a campsite, without any adults. 
For the final expedition the participants will walk 80km over four days in an unfamiliar and remote wild country area.  

As with the other DofE levels, your child will also have to complete activities for a range of other sections. Please speak to them regarding what they are doing and satisfy yourself that you are happy with these activities.

If you have any questions don’t hesitate to get in touch, 
kind regards,
Information Sheet for Parents.
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